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We are singing out to the unknown 
and receiving an echo back.
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Poetry and the Creative Process

– Inspiration comes from everywhere: 
• news, image, a line that sticks in your head.

– Use all 5 senses: 
• poem: Marilyn Monroe’s Toaster

– The best words in the best order.



The Creative Process

• Read poetry, read what you want to write. 
• One door opens another… Open the Door! 

Attribution

Metaphor





Experimenting Creatively

• Find your voice.
• Develop a persona. 
• Listen to yourself reading the poem. 
– Prima Donna Poem





A Writer is always learning!

• Writing with Writers
• Master Classes
• Writing conferences/ workshops 
• Contests





The Fine Print 

In the art of conversation about poetry, 
what’s letter perfect? Watery blue, 
viridian green, clear as Murano glass? 
 
Stripes, bold, broad stripes— 
No, words splash! 
Dissolve into polka dot icons. 
 
Import  pantoums, sestinas,  
villanelles. Read fine print:  
line  dry  your  rhyme. 
 
Tinker, tailor the poem, 
double (double) strand stanza 
re-inspired, re-invented. 
 
Petite poems sized to fit, 

large and extra large epics available. 
One size fits all sonnets. 
 
Go-to Poetry Life Jacket— 
Blake, Rumi and Frost, 
refined, cropped vintage verse. 
 
Poet will accept returns,  
exchanges of unread work— 
with valid receipt unless defective. 
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Giving voice to an event:

• Observe detail: Bring every moment alive!

• Relentless pursuit of the specific.
•  

   Poem: Trip to Ground Zero









The value of Metrical Poetry

• Learn your craft: 
– compression, form and music. 
– Rhyme and rhythm. 

Movement moves poetry. 

– Poem: The Palm and the Fig (double villanelle)









On the way to the poem…

• Be aware of the editor in your head.

 
• Write for the “AHA” Moment! 
• No surprise for the poet, no surprise for the 

reader.



Revision

• .Write…rewrite….WAIT….. Revise…Repeat…
• Don’t fall in love with your words, your lines 

or even a whole stanza. LET THEM GO!
• Frame and reframe the poem. 
• Move lines, rearrange words, respect line 

breaks; they are the furniture of poetry.

















How to be Recognized
Literary Magazines: Be familiar with the type of poetry 
they publish. Poet’s Market, duotrope.com 

Cover letters

Rejection: Keep a list. When one comes back, send out 
another.

Keep a history of what is published.

Never pass up an opportunity to get your work out 
there.

Self-Publishing: Mentors and Editors
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