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Roll Back 
By John Pelot 

 
It's quiet on Charlotte Harbor at night. The wild nature of the area takes over and time 

begins to roll back, a welcome illusion that continues to expand as the moon rises above a 
mangrove island. Platinum white, the herald of the evening makes it possible to see ripples on 
the water, the outline of Cape Haze. The dolphins cruising the waves  have found fellow 
travelers  as "Good Times Too" glides towards a spot where that moon shines, and melodic 
chords from a six-string, the spoken word uttered into the water, sky, and coastline, turn to riffs 
from a harmonica. Moving closer, voices of friends, laughter. I am dreaming about “La 
Literatura de la Luna” and it's only February. 

On the first year of this fundraiser, it was a beautiful, clear full moon in February. 
However, the temperature was a new low, bottoming out below 35, and not liking the cold, both 
Martha and I decided not to board the boat going out in that weather. We spent a pleasant time at 
home, doing what we usually do. For some reason, I remember a quick trip to Wal-mart. When I 
wrote Carol Mahler (our founder and at the time Executive Director) to apologize for not 
attending, she told me about the evening they had. From her description, I knew that I truly 
missed the boat.  The cozy cabin was heated to a comfortable temperature, great music, poetry 
and prose further opened the night, and they shared that powerful feeling of being on a boat with 
fellow travelers reaching for a common goal. 

I know this because I didn't miss another moonlight cruise. For several years, we sailed to 
a place not on any map; we weren't going to Cabbage Key (although we like it), we plied the 
ebony water to a place like Margaritaville, a rhythm within us as much as the nature around us. 
Even before sending my Valentine, this year I wished Valentines' Day was in late March.  But 
this full-moon cruise will see better weather, and hey, love is where the boat anchors. Maybe in 
March we can "roll back" to that same spirit of love that February sometimes brings, and roll 
back in time when our Peace River Writers traversed that watery domain at night, with (barring 
clouds) the greatest night-light ever.  

Join us in a place far away from Wal-mart, just for an evening. “La Literatura de la Luna” 
will be sailing on Saturday, March 27th, leaving from Fishermen’s Village at 7:30pm.  Call the 
PRCW office reserve your tickets.  Did I say there will be food? 
 

All are welcome to bring some food and whatever you want to drink. Members of 
the board will pass around light h'orderves. 



 
 

March Workshops 
Publishing Your Poetry 
John Pelot 
Monday, March 15 th  
5:30pm to 7:30pm 
 
As a poet, publication is not outside of your grasp.  John Pelot will lead this workshop 
addressing different approaches to poetry publication, from self-published chapbooks to 
publication in reviews and journals.  Touching upon topics of revision, researching 
poetry markets, and the matter of submitting your work, you’ll learn the ins and outs of 
publishing your poetry! 
 
The Workings of Word 
Dawn Thomas 
Wednesday, March 24 th 

2pm to 4pm 

Would you like to learn more about Microsoft WORD, or just brush up on your WORD 
skills? Then this is the workshop for you! Join Dawn Thomas and learn how you can 
use tables, text boxes, formatting skills, and more to make your documents look like 
they were created by an expert.  

 
The Sketchbook Journal 
Joyce Schenk and Dotty Mattoon 
Saturday, March 27 th  
9am to Noon 
 
Learn how your inner artist can enhance your writing at this unique three-hour 
workshop. The session will introduce the concept of keeping an expanded form of 
personal journal. Discussion will focus on such key facets as selecting the ideal book, 
keeping journals focused on specific interests, including details in both writing and 
drawing and recording life as it unfolds. This unusual opportunity, a collaborative effort 
between the Peace River Center for Writers and the Visual Arts Center, draws together 
long time journaling instructor Joyce Schenk and gifted sketch artist Dotty Mattoon. 

 
Continued on the next page…  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Don’t forget, the PRCW is now on Facebook!  Search for “The 
Peace River Center for Writers at Edison State College” on 
Facebook to become a fan of the page.  



 
 

Writers’ Boot Camp 
Natala Orobello 
Saturday, March 27 th  
10am to Noon 
 
Do you try to write, but can’t seem to find the time?  One of our most popular 
workshops, Natala Orobello will continue the "Writers' Boot Camp" series to motivate, 
organize, and prepare you to write your first novel, biography, memoir, play or other 
project. The essence of these sessions is to get one on one motivation and inspiration 
to each member, and give all participants a continued structure to keep up the practice 
of writing.  An excellent tool for the beginner or veteran writer alike, the “Writer’s Boot 
Camp” can help give you the support to step up to your writing endeavor and face it 
down.  All genres of writing are welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fishermen’s Village  
is a Corporate Member of 

PRCW@ESC 
Visit their web site at 

http://www.fishville.com 
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Deafening  
 
Headlights follow a quiet back road  
meandering through swamp, passing  
screaming spring peepers in concert.  
 
—Patricia Cable Deeder  
 

Sea Dance 
 
They swayed under tropical palms 
carried by Eden’s winds 
 
They played in surging surf along 
the white sandy shore 
 
They danced on glittering water 
across the ocean’s expanse 
 
They sailed toward horizon’s edge 
with passion and zest 
 
They swam in balmy waters in the 
middle of day 
 
They harmonized, as they were 
swept away, by the dance of the sea 
 
—Mary Grace Patterson 

Guy LaBree:  Barefoot Artist of 
the Florida Seminoles 

 
Carol Mahler's second book, Guy LaBree:  Barefoot 
Artist of the Florida Seminoles, has been published 
by the University Press of Florida!  As the first 
Seminole children began to attend public schools 
after World War II, LaBree made life-time friendship 
with some of them, witnessing their transformation 
from a traditional to a modern lifestyle.  He began 
painting their life, history, and legends, and two of 
his images now hang in the Smithsonian National 
Museum of the American Indian.  He has supported 
himself and his family for nearly 20 years by 
painting, so most of his works are in private 
collections.  This book contains 42 of his paintings, 
and Carol interviewed him and wrote essays about 
each.  You can order a copy of the book at 
www.upf.com.  
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March Activities 
 
Open Mic will take place on March 8th, at 
Fishermen’s Village on the center stage.  Beginning at 
6:30pm, poets, writers, essayists, and songwriters 
from Charlotte County and beyond will take the stage 
to bring you two hours of pure creativity.  We’ll save 
you a seat in the audience… or some time at the mic!   
 
Kids Stuff will meet on Saturday, March 13th 
this month.  This month only, due to Edison State 
College’s spring break, we will be meeting at the 
Mid-County Library  in meeting room A.  If you 
have an interest in writing for children, from picture 
books to young adult novels, we’ve got your group!  
Join Laura Aldir-Hernandez and other Peace River 
Writers as we learn the ins and outs of the business 
and critique each other’s work.  Please bring 8-10 
copies of your manuscript or writing excerpt (please 
limit to 5 or 6 manuscript pages at a time.)  New 
writers without a ready manuscript are also welcome. 

 

Tiny Tea will be held on March 16th, from 1 to 3 
pm in room O-116 on the Edison State College 
Charlotte Campus. Please note the change!  Bring 
your work and some treats and join fellow PRCW 
members for feedback and idea swapping. Tiny Tea is 
for Center members and their guests. For directions, 
contact the Center.  Come enjoy treats, tales, and 
good company!  
 
Critique Circle continues on March 20th, 
from 10am until noon in room O-116 on the Edison Charlotte Campus.  Please call in advance to 
sign up, as participation is limited to six.  Bring six copies of your poetry, your short story, or 
your novel excerpt (a maximum of six to seven pages please), double spaced, and join Shirley 
George to go over your work among a group of fellow writers.  Attending the Critique Circle is 
an excellent way to get feedback and improve your craft!  Please call the Center at 637-3514 or 
email us at prcw@edison.edu to sign up. 
 
Memory Writers returns this month, and still has room for a few new members.  
Group participation is limited to ten.  The Memory Writers meet the second and fourth Tuesdays 
of March (the 9th and the 23rd) from 1 to 3pm.  For more information, please contact Peggydawn 
Moran at 575-8648.  
                  

Thank You to 
Our Renewing 
Members: 
 
Lisa Campione 
Gwyn Ramsey 
Art Davis 
Paul Holmes 
Roland Edwards, Sr. 
Keith Tracy 
Catherine Bukovitz 
Sharelle Turner 
Elizabeth Leone 
Barbara Goldberg 

 
Welcome to Our 
New Members: 
 
James Price 
Amy North 
Linda Labbie-Wein 
James Price 
Tiffany Mayer 
Sheila Schaller 
Korina Chilcoat 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Peace River Center for Writers at Edison State College 

26300 Airport Road, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Phone: 941.637.3514 

Email: prcw@edison.edu 
Web Site: www.peaceriverwriters.org 

Shell Creek Books 
I Buy Books 

Collections • Estates • Used Books 
shellcreekbooks@peoplepc.com 

637.0095 - Madelon 
Browse my inventory at 

http://www.abebooks.com/bookseller/
shellcreekbookspg 
or by appointment 

             

���������� 
i am grateful 
 
i am grateful for friends 
who paint in the pine 
flatlands 
sitting in the sun 
with big straw hats 
shading our noggins 
 
i am grateful for a partner 
with whom i have fun 
and popcorn and movies 
and who is patient 
when i am not 
 
i am grateful for the sunrise 
replacing the thumbnail 
moon 
in a royal blue sky 
and for the colors of morning 
peach lemon lavender and 
smoke 
 
—Nancy Osborne 
���������� 

 

Florida Scrub Jays 
 
Nestlings flourish in desolate ground. 
Mamma in search of worms and tissue fly. 
Open mouths begging for sustenance 
within the Florida dew green  
away from the sound of hammer on nail. 
There's fear of eminent domain. 
Landowners plead to clear the earth 
While new mamma's await nestlings' birth. 
 
—Natala Orobello 
 



 
 

Board of 
Directors 

 
Dr. Douglas Houck 

President 
 

John Pelot 
Vice President 

 
Linda Mahshie 

Secretary 
 

Peggydawn Moran 
Treasurer 

 
James Abraham 

Catherine Bukovitz 
Michelle Fanslau 
Dr. Janice Jaén 
Natala Orobello 

Mary Grace Patterson 
Dr. Thomas Rath 

Dawn Thomas 
 

 

The Big Read 2010 

This year, the Peace River Center for Writers at Edison State 
College is partnering with the Charlotte County Library System, 
the Charlotte County Public Schools, the Arts and Humanities 
Council of Charlotte County, The Cultural Center of Charlotte 
County, FGCU, and The Charlotte Players to present The Big 
Read.  A celebration of the poetry and fiction of Edgar Allen 
Poe, this year’s Big Read offers more than a month of programs 
and events, spanning late March into April. 

March 20th marks the Kickoff Event featuring author Stephen King at 
11am at the Cultural Center of Charlotte County.  A ticket is required. 

Book Discussions:  
March 22, 1:00 pm, Edison State College, Room 117 (near auditorium),  

Lifelong Learning Institute discusses Poe  
March 25, 5:30 pm, Punta Gorda Library, Dark themes in Russo’s Empire  

Falls  
April 8, 5:00 pm, Teen Reading & Meeting (TRAM), Mid County Library,  

Poe discussion with FGCU’s Doug Harrison  
April 14, 4:00 pm, Port Charlotte Library, Murders in the Rue Morgue  
April 21, 6:00 pm, Englewood Library, Poe tales and poems  

April 21, 6:30 pm, Port Charlotte Library,  
The Tell Tale Heart  

April 27, 6:30 pm, Mid County Library,  
Fall of the House of Usher  

 
Film Events: 
March 23, 6:00 pm, Lemon Bay Performing Arts Center, Fall of the House of  

Usher  
March 26, 7:30 pm, Old Courthouse, Punta Gorda, Premature Burial  
April 6, 3:00 pm, Punta Gorda Library, Masque of the Red Death  
April 13, 6:00 pm, Mid County Library, Fall of the House of Usher  
 
Workshops/Speakers:  
March 24, 6:30 pm, Mid County Library, “Poe and Baltimore,” James Abraham.  

Sponsored by Book-Broker Publishers of Florida  
March 27, 10 am-12 pm, Cultural Center of Charlotte County, “Writing in the  

Style of E.A. Poe,” with Kathy Emmons, instructor. Registration required.  
Call 625-4175 x223.  

April 3, 10 am-12 pm, Cultural Center of Charlotte County, “An Analytic Look at  
the Writings of Poe,” with Dr. Sharon MacLaren, instructor.  Registration  
required. Call 625-4175 x223.  

April 10, 10 am-12 pm, Peace River Center for Writers at Edison State College,  
“Poetry in the Style of Poe,” Natala Orobello, instructor. Registration  
required. Call 637-3514.  

April 13, 6:30-8:30 pm, Fisherman’s Village, Open mic  
April 17, 10 am-12 pm, Peace River Center for Writers at Edison State College,  

“Prose in the Style of Poe,” Dr. Douglas Houck, instructor.  
Registration required. Call 637-3514.  

April 22, 4-6:30 pm, Mid County Library, Teen zine night.  



 
 

Coffee Houses/Community Events:  
April 9, 7-9 pm, Café Ruelle, Punta Gorda -Share and discuss Poe over coffee  
April 15, 5-8 pm, Punta Gorda Gallery Walk - Join the Punta Gorda merchants & the Charlotte Players for a Poe- 

filled evening of shopping, drama & scavenger hunting 
April 16, 6:30-8 pm, Port Charlotte Books A Million - Browse, share, & discuss Poe and Stephen King over coffee  
April 23, 6:30-8pm, L.A. Ainger Middle School, Englewood - Student “coffee house” on Poe sponsored by the  

SAC-PTO  
April 24, 11 am-4 pm, Cultural Center of Charlotte County’s Annual Kids Expo - Poe activities, student art display,  

prizes awarded  
 
April 30, 7:30 pm, Big Read Finale at Bayshore Live Oak Park – Poe mystery walk featuring Charlotte 
Players and an outdoor film showing of The Pit and the Pendulum 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol Mahler Book Discussion 
 
Carol Mahler will be discussing her book, Guy 
LaBree:  Barefoot Artist of the Florida 
Seminoles, at 1:30 p.m. on Friday, March 19, 
at the Charlotte County Historical Center, 
22595 Bayshore Road, Charlotte Harbor.  The 
event is free for museum members and $2 
admission to the museum for non-members. 
 For more information, please contact the 
Historical Center at 941-629-7278 or online at 
Jacqueline.Brown@charlottefl.com. 

Barely Breathing 
 
Broken words on empty pages 
Blood, sweat, and tears on stages 
Two left feet and off-key notes 
All alone in this empty boat 
 
Painted shell masks coal within 
I don’t know where to even begin 
Lack of courage or lack of self? 
Both clinging to life on the very top shelf 
 
Trumpets blare and voices roar 
I’m not the way I was before 
Stretching, reaching, gasping for breath 
The heart and soul has gone and left 
 
Emotional strife is still the issue 
Put down the score and hand me a tissue 
The tears are not visible but they’re deep inside 
Where they still insist on trying to hide 
 
So start again, you know what you must do 
Don’t think of messing up, just sway on 
through 
You can’t control what happens now 
It will all work out someday, somehow 
 
—Korina Chilcoat 

I’m Not in the Midwest Anymore  
I begin to notice—  
there is life on the small lake  
as gators splash, ducks land,  
turtle heads bob and Cormorants fish.  
 
I hear cries from migrated Killdeer,  
old friends from the north.  
I forget what season it is.  
The temperature rises to 74 degrees  
as a fresh winter sun begins morning heat  
burning fog off still water.  
 
I do not miss cold.  
Bones no longer ache.  
 
—by Patricia Cable Deeder 
 

 



 
 

               
 

By Mary Grace Patterson 
 
 February’s Tiny Tea was held at the Encore Tea Room in Punta Gorda, a new location 
for the event.  A variety of teas were served, along with scones in a traditional English style. 
 All in attendance had works to share.  Arlene Kincaid read her poems “Winter Time,” 
and “2008 Oldtimers Luncheon,” sharing also a humorous piece titled “The Babysitting 
Incident.”   

Barbara Goldberg, a renewing member, read her poem “Windows,” a poignant piece 
about loss and delusion.   

Paul Holmes read his fractured nursery rhyme tale, “Old King Cole,” and his hopeful 
poem “Valentine’s Night.”   

Story Boyle performed her new piece, “Callisto Wept,” a darker poem exploring themes 
of assault through the lens of Greek mythology.   

Mary Austin, a guest, shared the poems, “The Stars,” “You Took Me to Places I’ve 
Never Been,” and “My Dreams.”   

Mary Grace Patterson read an excerpt from her new children’s story, “The Secret 
Treasure of Burnt Store Road,” followed by her poems “Nocturnal Interlude,” “My Love,” and 
“Whispered on the Wind.” 
 The March meeting of Tiny Tea will return to room O-116 on the Edison Charlotte 
Campus, on the 16th of March at 1pm.  In keeping with the month’s festivities, Tiny Tea will 
have a St. Patrick’s Day and Easter theme.  We hope you can make it to the next one! 
 
 

 
 

 

Elegance in the Wild  
 
The decadent feeling of fine china  
and polished silver at a wilderness lunch  
cannot be imagined.  
 
-by Patricia Cable Deeder 



 
 

                                                                                                                             

 

Sign up now for “La Literatura de 
la Luna ,” a moonlight literary 
cruise.  Join the Peace River 
Center for Writers and YRI for an 
evening of fun, poetry, frolic, and 
music on beautiful Charlotte 
Harbor.  “La Literatura de la 
Luna ” will be sailing with the 

Kingfisher Fleet’s 65 foot vessel, Good Times Too, and will depart 
Fishermen’s Village at 7:30 pm, Saturday, March 27th, 2010.  We’ll 
catch the sunset and be out on the water to greet the full moon with 
music, an open mic, and raffle.  Our two and a half hour cruise will 
return to Fishermen’s Village at 
about 10:00 p.m. 

 
Tickets: $25  

To reserve yours,  
call (941) 637-3514  

 

La Literatura de la 
Luna: A Moonlight 
Literary Cruise  


